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Busting Myths in Adult Safeguarding

Ian Brownhill – Barrister 39 Essex Chambers

And 

The Social Care Institute for Excellence Safeguarding Team



About the Social 
Care Institute for 
Excellence (SCIE)

• SCIE are an independent social care 
charity working with a wide range of 
partners and people with lived 
experience, to improve people’s lives.

• SCIE provide innovative consultancy, 
expert training, extensive resources 
and information and evidence-based 
insights for the continual improvement 
of social care.

• As a not-for-profit independent charity
we are driven by improving social care 
for adults and children.



Agenda

10:00 – 10:05 (5 mins) Welcome & Introductions

10:05 – 11:05 (60 mins) Keynote – Ian Brownhill (Barrister 39 Essex 
Chambers)

11:05 – 11:20 (15 mins) Panel question time

11:20 – 11:30 (10 mins) New resources: Get Me to Hospital, Legal Literacy, 
final comments and close.



Welcome and 
Introductions 
Claire Webster

Vijay Patel

Elizabeth Locke

Carrie Bower

And of course – Ian Brownhill 



Over to Ian



Panel Question Time – Part I 

In adult social care, how do we balance 
an individual's right to make an unwise 
decision, with our duty to protect the 
individual under our care and protect 

them from self neglect, even if they have a 
DOLs and MCA in place? 

If a person welbeing is being impacted 
negatively by family visitation, and family 

gets distressed if not visiting, what 
would be the best approach 

Does the Panel agree that effective adult 
safeguarding should be based upon multi-
agency investigation training for all workers 
specialising in adult safeguarding, ensuring 

effective investigation of non-criminal abuse and 
neglect concerns plus a skilled contribution to 

police criminal investigations where 
appropriate? 



Panel Question Time – Part II 

The appropriateness of determining whether 
or not abuse or neglect has occurred AND 

sharing the findings with concerned relatives. 

Please can you confirm the 
requirements/process for community Dols, in 

context of hospice at home care with NHS 
commissioned responsibility to provide rapid 
deterioration support over 12 weeks at home, 
we provide care directly and use third party 
contracts from local care/nursing agencies

On occasions safeguarding teams hide behind 
principle 1, presumption of capacity as an 

excuse not to act, when they should. Why is 
the place of understanding and assessing 

capacity and recognising it is only one 
consideration in deciding whether a section 42 

enquiry is required so badly understood 



Get Me to 
Hospital

Get me to hospital - SCIE



Legal Literacy 



Final comments 
and close

Thank you 



Evaluation 


