 My patient is ‘on DoLS’
What’s it all about?
What does DoLS stand for?

Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards – part of the Mental Capacity Act 
Who is it for?

Any patient with a medical condition that stops 
them from being able to take their own decisions about being in hospital and receiving treatment.

What are the ‘Safeguards’?

When we ‘put a patient on DoLS’ we are 
protecting their rights by:
Making a legal statement that their care is in line with the Mental Capacity Act, ie
-  we have properly assessed their capacity 

-  we are treating them in their best
   interests 

-  they really do need to be in hospital

            -  we are not imposing any unnecessary  
               restrictions

Telling the local authority, via the DoLS form, about their care with us 
· Asking the local authority to conduct  an independent assessment and to authorise their ongoing care
Who needs to know about the DoLS?

All clinical staff need to know when a patient is on DoLS so that they can give information to

- the patient 
- their relatives
            - colleagues and other relevant agencies
For more information, check out the clinical Stat and Mand Booklet, the Safeguarding Adults pages on the intranet, or email safeguardingadults@bartshealth.nhs.u 
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